Survey of Neospora caninum antibodies in dairy and beef cattle from five regions of the United States.
Serum samples from 4,907 cows from 93 dairy and five beef herds were analyzed for antibodies to Neospora caninum by commercially available ELISA. The herds were recruited from 20 states and the territory of Puerto Rico. A questionnaire assessed the herd's abortion history and exposure risks to N. caninum. Results showed that 788 (16%) cows tested positive for antibodies to N. caninum. At least one positive animal was detected in 90% of the herds tested. The prevalence of cows seropositive to N. caninum varied from 2% to 65% among herds. Abortion rates ranging from 2% to 19% were reported. The epidemiologic data collected from the questionnaire suggested that the presence of farm dogs does not increase the risk of exposure of cows to N. caninum.